H ſings of ſecure and honorable Peace, again repeated without Succeſs, 
have again demonſtrated, beyond the Poſſibility of Doubt, the determined 
and perſevering Hoſtility of the Government of France, in Whoſe unprovoked 


Aggreſſion the War originated, and by whoſe boundleſs and deſtructive Am- 


bition it is: {till prolonged. And while by the Courſe of theſe Tranſ⸗ 


actions, continued Proofs have been afforded to all His Majeſty's faithful 
4 9 Subjects, af His anxious and unremitting Solicitude for their Welfare, they 
bvannot at the ſame Time, have failed to recognize, in the uniform Conduct 


of the E Enemy, the Spirit by v which the Councils of France are ſti —_— 
ha the Objects to vu . 72 
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His Majeſty could not 8 feel 1555 nA the ee of Peace had 4 been * 
ſtructed by the many additional Difficulties which His Enemies had fo repeat 


edly thrown in the Way & every Negotiation, Nevertheleſß, on the very firſt 
Appearance of Circumſtahces in ſome Degree more favourable to the Intereſts 
of Humanity, the ſame ardent Deſire for the Eaſe and Happineſs of His Sub- 


jects induced His : Majeſty to renew His Overtures for terminating the Ca- 


lamities of War: Thus availing Himſelf of every Opening which could in 
any Manner lead to ſecure and honourable Peace, and confulting equally the 
Wiſhes of His own Heart and the Friteipzes by . His an, has 1 in- 
variably been guided, 4.47 
$}; $47 5 

New Obſtacles were pleats axed bu thoſe who ain directed 65 
Councils of France, and who, amidſt the general Deſire for Peace, which they 
could not at that Time openly diſclaim, fill. retained the Power of fruſtrating 


the Wiſhes of their on Country, of eounteracting His Majeſty's benevolens- 


Intentions, and of obſtructing that Reſult, which was fo neceſſary for the 
Happineſs of both Nations. Difficulties of Form were ſtudiouſly creatad 3 
Modes of Negotiation were infilted upon, the moſt inranfifient with * 
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which was. taken by them; and while the oth unwarranted Infinuations were 
* thrown out, and the moſt unfounded Reproaches brought forward, the eſtab- 
* liſhed Cuſtoms and Ulages, which have long prevailed in Europe, were pur- 
poſely departed from, even in the ſimpleſt Acts which were to be done on 
their Part for the Renewal of the Negotiations. All theſ: Things His 
Majeſty determined to diſregard; not as being inſenſible of their Purport and 
Tendency, nor unmindful of the Importance of theſe Points, in the public 
Intercourſe of great and independant Nations, but reſolving to defeat the Ob- 
ject of theſe Artifices, and to ſuffer no ſubordinate or inferior Conſideration 
to impede, on His Part, the Diſcuſſion of the weighty and extenſive Intereſts 
on which the Termination of the Wer. muſt neceſſarily depend. 


He directed His Miniſter to repair to France, furniſhed with the moſt 
ample Powers, and inſtructed to communicate at once an explicit and 


detailed Propoſal and Plan of Peace, reduced into the Shape of a regular 
Treaty, juſt and moderate in it's Principles, embracing all the Intereſts con- 
cerned, and extending to every Subject connected with the Reſtoration of 
Public Tranquillity. The Communication of this Paper, delivered in the 
very firſt Conference, was accompanied by ſuch Explanations as fully ſtated: 
and derailed the utmoſt Extent of His Majeſty's Views, and at the ſame Time 
gave ample Room for the Examination of every diſputed Point, for mutual 
Arrangement eag-Sovcciioti, and for Ferie Ne 1 out of the 


Proggeh ft fair Diſcamon- —— 8 


To this Proceeding, open and liberal bejond Pranple the Conduct of 
His Majeſty's Enemies oppoſes the moſt ſtriking Contraſt. From them no 
Counter - Project has ever yet been obtained: No Statement of the Extent 
or Nature of the Conditions on which they would conclude any Peace with 
theſe Kingdoms. Their Pretenſions have always been brought forward 
either as detached or as preliminary Points, diſtinct from the main Object 
of Negotiation, and accompanied, in every Inſtance, with an enen Reſerve 


of farther and F e Demands. 


The Points which, in purſuance of this Syſtem, the Plenipotentiaries of; 
the Enemy propoſed for ſeparate Diſcuſſion in their firſt Conferences with 
His Majeſty's Miniſter were at once frivolous arid offenſive ; none of them 
productive of any ſolid Advantage to France, but all calculated to raiſe new 
- Obſtacles in the Way of Peace. And to theſe Demands was foon-' after: 
added another, in it's Form unprecedented, in it's Subſtance extrava- 
gant, and ſuch as could originate only in the moſt determined and inveterate 
| Hoſtility. The Principle of mutual Compenſation, before expreſsly a ad- 
mitted by common Conſent as the juſt and equitable Baſis of Negotiation, 
was now-diſclaimed ; every Idea of Moderation or Reaſon, every Appearance of 


Juſtice; was diſregarded and a Conceſſion was required from His Majeſty's 
Plenipotentiary, 


„ ; : > — 
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Plenipotentiary, as a preliminary and indiſpenſable Condition of Negotiation, 
which muſt at once have ſuperſeded all the Objects, and precluded all- the 
Means of treating. France, after incorporating with Her own Dominions {6 


large a Portion of Her Conqueſts, and affecting to have deprived Herſelf, by Her 


own internal Regulations, of the Power of alienating theſe valuable Additions 
of Territory, did not ſcruple to demand from His Majeſty the abſolute and- 


unconditional Surrender of all that the Energy of His People, and the Valour 
of His Fleets and Armies have conquered in the preſent War, either from 
France, or from Her Allies. She required that the Power of Great Britain 
ſhould be confined within it's former Limits, at the very Moment when her 
own Dominion was extended to a Degree almoſt unparalleled in Hiſtory. 
She inſiſted, that in Proportion to the Increaſe of Danger, the Means of 
Reſiſtance ſhould be diminiſhed ; and that His Majeſty ſhould give up, 
without Compenſation, and into the Hands of His Enemies, the neceſſary 
Defences of His Poſſeſſions, and the future Safeguards of his Empire. 
Nor was even this Demand brought forward as conſtituting the Terms of 
Peace, but the Price of Negotiation; as the Condition on which alone 
His Majeſty was to be allowed to learn what further unexplained Demands 
wer? ſtill reſerved, and to what greater Sacrifices theſe unprecedented Con- 
ceſſions of Honour and Safety were te lead. | 
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Whatever were the Impreſſions which ſuch a Proceeding created, they did 
not induce the King abruptly to preclude the Means of Negotiation. In re- 
a jecting without a Moment's Heſitation a Demand, which could have been 
made for no other Reaſon than becauſe it was inadmiſſible, His Majeſty, 
from the fixed Reſolution to avail Himſelf of every Chance of bringing the 
Negotiation to a favourable Iſſue, directed that an Opening ſhould {till be left 
for treating on reaſonable. and equal Grounds, ſuch as might become the 
Dignity of His Crown, and the Rank and Station in Europe i in which It has 
pleaſed the Divine Providence to place the Britiſh N. ation. | 


* is temperate and conciliatory Conduct was frrongly geek, ive of the 
have prepared the Way for that Reſult Which 528 been khe vülfoct Object It 
all His Meaſures. Two Months elapſed after His Majeſty had unequivocally 
and definitively refuſed to comply with the unreaſonable and extravagant Pre- 
liminary which had been demanded by His Enemies, During all that Time 
the Negotiation was conitinued open, the Conferences were regulatly held, and 


the Demand thus explicitly: rejected by one Party was never once renewed by the 


dther. Tt was not only abandoned, it was openly diſclaimed ; Aſſurances were 
given in direct Contradiction to it. Promiſes were continually repeated, that 
His Majeſty's explicit and detailed Propoſals ſhould at length be anſwered by 
that which could alone evitice-a real Diſpoſttioh to negotiate with Sincerity, by 


the a of a e of a Nature tending to facilitate 3 
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clufion- of Peace; and the long Delays of the French Government in exe- 
cuting theſe . Promiſes were excuſed and accounted for by an unequivocal. 
Declaration, that France was concerting with her Allies for thoſe Sacrifices 
on their Part, which might afford the Means of proceeding in the Negoti- 
ation. Week aftzr Week paſſed over in the Repetition of theſe ſolemn En- 
gagements on the Part of His Majeſty's Enemies. His Deſire for Peace in- 
duced: Him to wait for their Completion, with an Anxiety proportioned to 
the Importance of the Object; nor was it much to expect that His Miniſter 
ſhould at length be informed what was the Extent and Nature of the Con- 
ditions on which His Enemies were diſpoſed to terminate the War. 


It was in this Stage of the Buſineſs that, on the 11th of September, the 
Appointment of new Plenipotentiaries was announced on the Part of F rance, 
under a formal Promiſe that their Arrival ſhould facilitate and expedite the 
Work of Peace. 


To renew, in a Shape ſtill more offenſive than before, the inadmiflible 
Demand ſo long before brought forward, and ſo long abandoned, was the 
firſt Act of theſe new Meſſengers of Peace. And ſuch was now the 
undiſguiſed Impatience of the King's Enemies to terminate all Treaty, and 
to exclude all Proſpe& of Accommodation, that even the Continuance of 
the King's Plenipotentiary at the appointed Place of Negotiation was made 
by them 71 depend on his immediate Compliance with a Condition which 
his Court had, Two Months before, explicitly refuſed, and concerning 
which no farther Diſcuſſion had ſince occurred. His Reply was ſuch as the 
Occafion required : and He immediately received a poſitive and written Order 
to depart from France. 


The ſubſequent Conduct of His Majeſty's Enemies has aggravated even this 
Proceeding, and added freſh Inſult to this unexampled Outrage. The inſur- 
mountable Obſtacles which they threw in the Way of Peace were accompa- 
nied with an oſtentatious Profeſſion of the moſt pacific Niſpoſitions. In cutting 
off the Means of Negotiation they till pretended to retain the ſtrongeſt De- 
fire to negotiate : In ordering the King's Miniſter to quit their Country, they 
profeſſed the Hope of his immediate Return to it: And in renewing their 
former inadmiſſible and rejected Demand, they declared their confident 
Expectation of a ſpeedy and favourable Anſwer. Yet before. any Anſwer 
could arrive, they publiſhed a Declaration, announcing to their. Country the 
Departure of the King's Miniſter, and attempting, as in every former In- 
ſtance, to aſcribe to the Conduct of Great Britain the Diſappointment of the 
general Wiſh for Peace, and the Renewal of all the Calamities of War. 
The ſame Attempt has been prolonged in ſubſequent Communications, 
equally infidious and illuſory, by which 5 have obviouſly intended to 

furniſh 
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furniſh the Colour and empty Pretence of a Wiſh for Peace, while they have ſtill 


ſtudiouſly and obſtinately perſiſted in evading every Step which could lead ta 
the Succeſs of any Negotiation ; have continued to inſiſt on the ſame inad- 
miſſible and extravagant Preliminary, and have uniformly with-held all Ex- 
planation either on oh Particulars of the Propoſals of Peace ſo long ſince. 
delivered by His Majeſty's Miniſter, or on any other Terms on which they 


were themſelves ready to conclude : And this in the vain Hope, that it could 


be poſſible by any Artifice to diſguiſe the Truth of theſe Tranſactions, 
or that any Exerciſe of Power, however deſpotic, could prevent. ſuch Facts 
from being known, felt, and underſtood, even in France itſelf. - 


To France, to Europe, and to the World, it muſt be manifeſt, that the 


French Government (while they perſiſt in their preſent Sentiments) leave His 


Majeſty without an Alternative, unleſs He were prepared to ſurrender and 
ſacrifice to the undiſguiſed Ambition of His Enemies the Honour of His 
Crown and the Safety. of His Dominions. It muſt be manifeſt, that, inſtead 
of ſhewing, on their Part, any Inclination to meet His Majeſty's pacific Over- 


tures on any moderate Terms, they have never brought themſelves to ſtate ' 


any Terms (however exorbitant) on which they were ready to conclude Peace. 
They have aſked as a Preliminary (and in the Form the moſt arrogant and 

offenſive) Conceflions which the comparative Situation of the Two Countries 
would have rendered extravagant in any Stage of N egotiation ; which were 
directly contrary to their own repeated Profeſſions ; and which,  neyertheleſs, 
they peremptorily required to be complied. with in the very Outtſet ; 
reſerving an unlimited Power of afterwards accumulating, from Time to 


Time, freſh Demands, encreaſing in Proportion to every new Conceſſion. 


On the other Hand, the Terms propoſed by His Majeſty have been ſtated 


in the. moſt clear, open, and unequivocal Manner. The Diſcuſſion of all the 


Points to which they relate, or of any others, which the Enemy might bring 
forward as the Terms of Peace, has been, on His Majeſty's Part, repeatedly 
called for, as often promiſed by the French Plenipotentiaries, but to this 
Day has. never yet been obtained. The Rupture of the Negotiation is not 
therefore to be aſcribed to any Pretenſions (however inadmiſlible) urged as 
the Price of Peace; not to any ultimate Difference on Terms, however exorbi- 
tant; but to the evident and fixed Determination of the Enemy to prolong 
the Conteſt, and to purſue, at all Hazards, their hoſtile 2 againſt the 
Proſperity and Safety of theſe Kingdoms. ag 


While this Determination continues to prevail, His Majeſty's earneſt 
Wiſhes and Endeavours to reſtore Peace to His Subjects mult be fruitleſs. 


But His Seatiments remain unaltered. He looks with anxious Expectation 
: EG. to 
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. to the Moment when the Government of France may ſhew a Diſpoſition 
$14 Spirit in any Degree correſponding to His own. And He renews, even 
Now, and before all Europe, the ſolemn Declaration, that, in Spite of re- 
Peated Provocations, and at the very Moment when His Claims have been 
ſtrengthened and confirmed by that freſh Succeſs which, by the Bleſfing of 
N idedce, has recently attended His Arms, He is yet ready (if the Ca- 
lamities of War can now be cloſed) to conclude Peace on the ſame moderate 
and equitable Principles and Terms which He has before propoſed: The 
Rejection of ſuch Terms muſt now, more than ever, demonftrate the impla- 
cable Animoſity and inſatiable Ambition of thoſe with whom He has to con- 
tend, and to them alone muſt the future Conſequences of the Prolongation of 


the War be aſcribed. 
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Tf ſuch unhappily is the Spirit by which they are ftifl actuated, His Ma- 
jeſty can neither heſitat: as to the Principles of His own Conduct, nor doubt 
the Sentiments and Determination of His People. He will not be wanting 
o Them, and He is confident they will not be wanting to Themſelves. He 
has an anxious, but a facred and indiſpenſable Duty to fulfil: He will diſ- 
Charge it with Reſolution, Conſtancy and Firmneſs. : Deeply as he muſt 
regret the Continuance of a War, ſo deſtructive in its Progreſs, and ſo bur- 

thenſume even in it's Succeſs, He knows the Character of the brave People 

whole” Intereſts and Honour are entruſted” to Him. Theſe it is the firſt 

Object of His Life to maintain: and He is 'e6nvinced, that neither the 

Reſources nor the Spirit of His Kingdoms will be found inadequate to this 

arduous, Conteſt, or unequal to the Importance and Value of the Objects 

which are at ſtake. He truſts, that the Favour of Providence, by which 

they have always hitherto been ſupported againſt all their Enemies, will be 

ſtill extended to them; and that, under this Protection, His faĩthful Subjects, 
by a reſolute and vigorous Application of the Means which they poſſeſs, will 

be enabled to vindicate the Independance of their Country, and to reſiſt with 
juſt Indignation the aſſumed Superiority of an Enemy, againſt whom they 
| have fought with the Courage, and Succeſs, and Glory of their Anceſtors, 
| and who aims at nothing leſs than to deſtroy at once whatever has con- 
tributed to the Proſperity and Greatneſs of the Britiſh Empire: All the 
Channels of It's Induſtry, and all the Sources of It's Power ; It's Security 
| from Abroad, It's Tranquillity at Home, and, above all, that Conſtitution, 
on which alone depends the undiſturbed Enjoyment 155 1 8 Heligion, Lav 
| | and Liberties. 


Weſtminſter, October 28, 1797. | | 
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